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DRIVERS:

On October 26, 1986 Congress passed a new federal law requiring all states to
nave the same commercial driver licensing system. The Commercial Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Act of 1886 is to improve commercial driver quality, remove problem drivers from the
ghwav and prevent drivers of trucks and buses from obtaining a license from more than

@ne state. All commercial vehicle drivers will be required to take written tests, and some
. S JUsY ‘miar bmeas B
wilt have to take new road tests. To comply with the new law, Molo &E‘n’“%e ¢ must iden-

. tify the commercial motor vehicle drivers in Rhode istand and ﬁhe type of vehicle or
_vehicles they operate and what special ma‘fe@naﬁs; they carry. Motor Vehicles must make
sure that our commercial drivers meet the new federal licensing r@qusremen is. This

-manual is intended to heép wu salisty these requirements.

Since the new rule

s ¢ tate, by April 1, 1882, eac h commercial motor
vehicle operator in the U ited States must have a state-issued driver license ihah meets
be all
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Bac wear. You need alleast 4/32 inch tread depth in svery
major groove on front wheels. You need 2/32 inch on other
wheels. - No fabric should show . through the tread or sidewall.
Cuts or-othér damage. ’

Tread separation.

Dual tires that come in contact with each other or parts of the

vehicle.
M;sma(c‘ne d sizes
Hadial and bias-ply tires used together

Whee! and Rim Problems
Bad wheels or rims could cause an a ccident.

A damaged fim can cause the tire to lose pr’ggsgr: Of come off
Rust around wheel nuts may mean the nuts are loose - check
tighiness

Afler a tire has been changed, stop a short while later and
rechack tightness of nuis

Missing clamps, spacers, studs, lugs means danger.
Mismaiched, bent, cracked, lock rings are. dangerous,
whceis of rims that have had welding repairs are not sale.
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orake fluid on them.
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Back bayond any hilt curve, or other obsiruction that s’e\,a;m:s
other drivers from seeing the vehicle within 500 fe (See
Figure 2-9)
if you must stop on or bv & one-way or divided | 'g% Wway, |
warning devices 10 feet, 100 feet, and 200 feel toward the

approaching-traffic. (See Figure 2-10)

-When putling out the iriangles hold them between vourseif and the

3

oncoming fraffic for your own safety. (So other drivers can see you.
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SUNEIS UL dUpUSE UIZH SDEEG TOF CUrves in the road. If
asi, two things can happen. The wheels Can lose thei
ahead, so you skid off me—xoaa Or, th

curve 100

traction and cor“tmuc straight e
wheels may keep their traction and the vehicle rolts over. Tests have
shown that trucks with a high center of gravity can rolt over at the
posted speed limif for a curve.

Slow 10 2 safe speed befars you enter a cuive. Braking in a cun

1S danerous because it is easier tolock the wheels and cause 2 sk;@
Slow down as needed. Don't ever excead ihe posted speed limii for
the curve. Be in a gear that will let you accelerate slightly in the
curve. This will help you keep control.

You should always be able to- stop within the distance you can see
ahead. Fog, rain or other conditions 1 may requre that you slow down
lo be able 1o stop in the distance you can see. Alnight, you can't see

as far with low beams as_you can with hj igh beams. When vou must
use low beams, stow down.

P TTOseSe e I
WO . oyl Jdu

chawce of 3. cras&‘
i is more tiring. Fau

Geihg down sieep hills salfely is discussed more in “Mouniain
Driving.” Read that section carefully
Test Your Knowiedge
1. How far ahead does the manual sa ay you should look?
2. What are two main things 1o look for ahead?
3. W‘hats yC}J mast mporant way io see o the sides and rear?
4, ' micati gan i fving?
5
6.
7oty
8. i
S Whs Yaropianii
10, What (s "black ice?
2.5 and 2.8 !
: . 2-5, and 2-8 4
«
Fage 220 Commerciat Driver's Manual
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. -~ TN LS OLL, DG T OO IS LMD YU LGt (G0
C reguce tm cnanceQ Q? crash:
Avoid quick cmang@s_ it you have 10 slow down or turn, signal
early and reduce speed very gradually.
Increase your following distance. Opening up room in front of
you will help you to avoid having to make sudden speed or
direction changes. Italso makes il easier for the tallgater 1o

get around you.
Don't speed up. W's safer io be tailgated at a low speed than
a high speed.
Avold tricks. Don't tumn on your tail lights or fiash Yyour brake
lights. Follow the suggestions above.

Commercial vehicles are often wide and take up mostclalane. Safe
onvers will manage what little space they have. You can do this by

pmg your vehicle centersd in your lane, and avoid driving along-
others.

o
L
gl

hea vy it may be hard o find an open spot. it you must ravel near
her es, Iry 1o keep as much spac '€ a8 pOSsi ible between vou

Find an open spot where yau aren't near other traffic. When traffic
is |

Some roads can cause a vehicle to tilt There‘.
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Turn slow
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2. Un a left tuin, make sure you have reached the center
o the intersection before you siart the lef turn. Hvou turn 100 soon,
the left side of your vehicle may hil another vehicle because of

offiracking.

lf there are two wrni ng lanes, alwayslake the righthand turn lane, as
shown in Figure 2-13. Don't'start in the inside lane because youmay
have to swing right (o make the turn. Drivers on your right may be
hard for you to see. \’ou may crash into them. ‘

i CTTTETT t -
!
i%
. 1 b
; P
i e
j
! .
o o
I B
H £
i ; 7
ik
i €
[
Mg &
[E W i
il % g
iR ; “ !
i) Figure 2-13 ¢ i
i If there are_two left furn lanes ’
il use the right hand lane. [
- H N
) Test Your Knowledge
1. How do you find out how many seconds of following distance space you ‘Mv 27
2. i you are driving & 30 fooi vehicle at 55 m. p.h. how many seconds of following distance
\‘Vruld you allow s
3. osaly
4 s you on the right.
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scape ramps have been buill on many steep mountain grade
Escape ramps are made (o Siop runaway vehicles safely without
injuring drivers and passengers, Escape ramps use a long bed of

loose soft material (pea gravel) to slow a runaway vehicle, some
times in combination with an upordde

S

l"x

Know escape ramp locations on your route. Signs show drivers
where ramps are located. Escape ramps save lives, equipment, and
cargo. Use them if you lose your brakes.
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‘u drivers are often distracted and drive unsafely. Workers and

construction vehicles may get inthe way. Drive slowly and carefully

S onear work zones Use your 4-way flashers or brake lights to warn
drivers behind you.

Sometimes the pavem
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emergencies occur when two vehicles are abo ; collide.
le emergencies occur when ires, brakes or other crilical I parts
Foliowing the safety practices in this manual can help prevent
emergencies. But if an emergency does happen, your chances of
avoiding a crash depend upon how well you take action. Actions you
can take are discussed below.
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Feel. Il the steering feels “heavy "it is probably a sign that one of the
front tires has failed. Sometimes, x’a ilure of a rear tire will cause the
/ e t fist es

0 PR AR T

to slide back and forth or “fishiall.” However, duat rear Hr

Any of these signs is & warning of possible tire failure. You should do
the following things.

'ai?s, it can twist the
o prevent this is o
hands at all imes.

>

i's natural io want o brake |
NG w'h@ﬂ ‘tire has failed could cau
Hy

b

aboutto run into ngptmnc stay o

¥

vehicle has sio !ed down. Thern brake very gently

;e power [0 the

By far the most common skid is one in which the rear wheels lose
action through excessive braking or acceleration. Skids caused by
ac caierai;on usua vy happen on ice or snow. They can be easily

ive-Whee!
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When you're in an accident and riot seriously hurt you need ?o gci to 2.1§ ent Procedures
prevent further damage or in njury. Thei Dasic steps to he {ak atanv
ac.uei, nt are to:
- Protect the area
f\ioﬁfy authorities

\uarn er ;nj er-m

The first thi g to do at an accident scene is |

from uappenmg at the same spot. To prote a:
ffyour vehicle is i )mivcx; inthe accident, iry o get it to the side
of the road. Thi [ help nrevent ano ailow

traffic to move.
Hyoure stopping to help, park away from the accident. The
area immediaiely around the accident will be needed for
mom@mrv ven 5C5€S

L

noyour flag es

gualified p is at th
ui of }"E’m Yt

carn the causes of fires
nw what t ,s' 0 10 extinguish fires.

a04 Now 1o | z‘%"\,.ni EH\,:!}. Kno

OW!(.\A are some causes of vehicle

X
o}
aﬂ

= gccidents.  Spilled fuel, Improper use of flares.
Tires. Underinflated tires and duals that touch.

5

Short circuits due o damaged insulation. lcose

Fuel. Driver smokin ng, improper fueling, loose fuel connections.

lnaded. noor venti-

Lo, Q0T LeSREY)

r u»u/.

O




ne 1olowing:

H

(=358R ISIRIRTS!

(=84
7

i

¢

~
g
:
sl
(8
¥
v

- - N
o o Q [SR%) D i
Q e = .2 @ W o @ 3 -
= py n = 2= 58 R 9 I 9 5
O © = y : 3 0 ke O ks © Q5
D Q =0 2 e L -3 @ - e o 50
5 £ 5 @ “o 2 3 o o 5 © o o &
B G " - > U
@ E 3@ R £ 80 ) 2 = - Lo
= o S5 o = E g e 0 & W 3 o
- ‘zi @:O 8 AW G oﬂu a,.wr e & 3= o W
© m 8 &= =y @ o @ 25 2o,
- A.m > O e} o B = @ W {24 ) s
2 ‘ 2« ©0 E oo R 5w o @ 5
s > s 3 = ! s 3 -
[8] w v o ¥ £ > = @ >~ Mc . >4
@ 3 a 9 g SR o D = =<
Mwi & = P @ Y o ow > =y L m - 5 @ -
LR < - 2=  © w0 e ®» D .- S o = o
=y T = o 5 o= £ 5 55 @ e ey S
N - = c C - ) o 1 [
L6 G2 O = =i L T 5 Nl I} ® @ @
v o ©F e R o E L& g = =
g 53 ER £2 & 88 2 8 3 zs g% :
v 2o =4 @ = Tt I S 5 ;28 e
= = = o & - . ) = -

65 xw =2 > 8 - £ & = 5 B 2%
@ A = 0 S o @ & P S =
, i Q oy [§4] ﬁ - o e Jmm [v] _,m <23 T. . s =
L4 9 R = = g = ; : ‘ £3 g ©
=4 £ ¥ ©o EE S E g %8 5 8% £5
IE 5 9y T o 2 o 2w Yo El=
= @ & JORROY 2} @ O : o e B
= e = £ L B T ,a R g e
A - o w0 @ o B0 L5
£u &6¢ B2 x3 Eeow = 8 o9 3=
© = w0 5 © O D = Qfmw = N,% £ mw o .
29 9L wT O oo g =28 g8l L g 2
g8 @ SFo Oc o gT0o @ ?y S Q£
o, - o @ © 2 o by = 2w o @ )
o X o ™ [ S -] Lo e e P @) -t
2T 50 @ @ e D b Ea g = e
o o oopn O £ Cc £ S = ® o=

s 2 Ec ©ED ¢ of o B P o 2
Fad 3° TLeod 82 §5 COE g 3 -
S 8w booO Ec e = £z B s = &
% £ TTw 5065 I 0TO o= oa- )
2 WwE oL o mze 8 Cs= 5§ i
s W w2E EFO06 Q0 XA2 AT w E

oy

jal
o
&

Q.




SHEE fEOe,

it

G G EL ELE LY
=

ﬁ\;(,“\ rxlf,lla!t.l!..\?r!(/*wi:/
i N
Oy
o)
! O
§ i
Q.
o
ja)
R
R
[
£
2
&
£
£ & 54 2> 3
- g} ey e
S 9 gt Z8 & Q -
S 2 g% g ¢ 3 5 o
) bt oD Pe [@)] ) o 4 O m; 0 - .
s © S I o ) b e I 24 &
% - T c @& 8 w o & G} oo
w2 ol o = 5 e N @ 5 = S D @
£ - = Q o 5 W0 » 14 oy P £z
= S S B Lo £ 2 = oo  F
© S = O o o S & = - Do S
o @ S e I QoY a © [#e} A o
= o T oo 0% o - O e ) 2 Pl
e D o b= O <o f O o SR
o IS Q> o Qs Q TH e o] s Q= QO
2 = FEL20 0 o D o a 3 D L o
B o ® e @y 0 I o W o ‘ 5 9o
5 209 ® . L £ oo 9 - o & = &
3¢ S“wmefta = R £ S 9 08 ¢
X o w.E T O z A b= = O % R
50 & 2T &8 0O W g < » - L oer
= S T LW € c = e 9] o 2w
8T epfssg X 52 8d i 5 3 £ o
m»v 17 £onm o 5« m.mvu ﬁ o ;% g : e " ,m
<o R @ S - < R o] G e L ©
BT B o Aw © v N | R S ] R = = S
G -5, 8 o P i D W g ==l c o “ o @
Th i O mgpw £z Py o ) £ 2 = b € o &
o35 wRgg e = TS ES = r e 9 2O
=5y 0§ 2 CE G ol 3 2y 2 8 g & R
v 9% w ECg w © =ow DO 1% S G~ 5= -
St SRR IR A i W < Bl s B TN L&
wE K ST 50 O e ) P = Sofs 9o
=W a Pl e O > ) le) P D
g TMnfM(VSU,O E oy 0O as & Lo @ ma
vl 582029 QL. 9 o 225D o
£ sREZE S0 o $= 2 Fe < O o2&
T B HOC g0 ND £ 2o 285 E- g §EE
T - C Lo = 3w an e = T s R e e
= ok @ & g o S G . = " —p s S y
585 H L 0 g e o %) o D Y0 S P =y 8O
£, o= 335 8T 0 o Q0 E EY el FiZsoe o EBw
xoc2®8 4L ol 12 EE Y QI @ o UE £ 0o .
5= 0 o =03 85 < oy @y S 3] £ o8 09 cL
Dmhsusmﬂﬁ > - W g = w oo g T
f - e o O] D £ O we 223
K_,,,..Ao.woooeqn@ [ S AR T S S Pl - S
- > A 20 H 350 e R R i e > © @ = L Y E g
B < o D = fast & w @ B Hs e Co>
A L 0D ey > O a > 0T
[ Lo Q== ol -
; . [ : [ E o ow
v DD St WD S @ © 5 ] O & [®)]
| ‘ 2 ¥ 5 =
- J 5 SELS 5249
- Z ma o oo
© W o s F

TR



O c oW [ jole) e RSN i
v = - o = Y @ q
RS @ & £990 S & 0§ 5 2
25 = £ o 7o - @ =T O 0
o7 o o S s ® . 05 R = s . -
© =5 D oM Qo ot 5 X [ = (@3] £
by - O - = x5 = & - - e
[ I Q. o - [ @ e £ m = @ on & ]
£ 9w D . cZo8® =z o A - = F
=T e 0 @ =5 - O Lo T R =
eOm g hemmco - - v cT 8 25 o : w.)
oo0w o o X W 2« 3 = £ O o t,._\u“ (9] ko] | e i -
RIS T . 2 qmew,e oz Ezad £ m | = x » !
R D . < s g = o o :
2w Y & Eo’& 9« Ozt B My, | 2 o3 Q :
0 o S & T o = mv @ . " o5 n ! O jee L ¢
oD & 2 2 » @ ¢ = & s N = : [S] o a [
= T o ) wng-wo o . 3w el o = : > . @
=g 2 = P SO Y Lok e ol G P = : >~ o . 5
QL = @ o N ) © =0 o W @ L5 R e = I B = W @ = ;
[ Rt " DEeGL= g = ol 0o on e ; RS = e} - >
o m 2 Q@ P ce 7 CE 5T =@ g — { @ @ SR O . 5
5% @ : son e oo .swwmg & o= - O ., fs! o e 0w © &
=g & w2 £ Caox FeTL ZERL 0 D £ B 2 © o £
L o INT,) = e o [l T @ Y fsed N @ )
L P o [  © - - [ - ) . Q N [£M] &)
o B A © Y ooz R Q o O © [ T R4 & - [ o @ c
8§85 @ o Ca2F S0 923% =25 = P = g5 g 5
BRI A6 ¥ s oo Arm QD oo B - P - . 5 oG] G Fy
c28 S pu9€Z 258 FEes 5 T 0 S oo :
SRtk o6 = & O -~ Y5 g op e o =< i o Lo
I3 oy Lo = g o o L QL S 4 =0y ot = CL QD £z
o WO D IvEE O9VE 9 g=4£ . D = g 822, =D
o= g S S2E 592 = I%% o o © 5] L v w
G- 0 EE2 Susgl loh 030° = = o x |£G g
OB e 2= @ o @Y g 2 L £ o =8 5
= oo Y I e (BT B e R = O o ¢ ) = , = Q e w -
R R R =i == ST o> > T T = < =0 5o
ot et P e ind I d g P
TG aF Y @5 Dy J9 e 5% QT H v e @ = L e @ @
QO @ o5 fovwow= g0 0w =Wy G 5 B £ - £ %
mm:w. PR » E = = D = T > 4 @hw o - Q) o -" =t (pvu .
% e e o T L b= et hso - e e = L
= CEE 4 =052 =D L T90 E o g |xs |Bb%
2 e Do =2 T w UE D w© P a & A~ e
o 288 4822 §oy Fyue = X W o < 8
= a 2o Lo = : S = : ,
Tg 328 Bz Lo £ ¥ £ @cH 3
;L S EE DO S x B Wes g £ I ; |
<L — W= g D= 8w O - w5 o com
S Wome aff-cy a0 Fa o
plT! ¢ G s . - ey =
Y] hsm ma%%‘m EOQ o eEF S .
P = ~ iy - > 2Lt LI T N~ R
s SEH BEIZDG e dd 9SS = O
~— [ Ly
R} o [0} oo
w o = S ¢
o e T oo <]
1%} & g e 1 [
[ P ko) . I
5 L) 2 5
Ly B I @ 3
R . @ @
) 5 W & o] ® O o 208
i E ool 8T 5 als
b wl Bl 2e Bl es SEE Sy
L A R B = e Do
L J ] e O Eole s
o ek T Hi1 O = 25w W
L3 T 8FE 2252 T @ =
e ; o (o] R G I R s B
5 Lo =0 @ D o ) 2n S WA oS
[~
&3 >
Wy mw
£ £
& D 3)
L0 o
S &
©
<




H

AR e

et

Y A

at is a Or 7 itis the alcohot in drinks that affects human
performance. I doesn't make any difference whether that alcohaol
comes from “a couple of beers” or from two glasses of wine or two

shots of hard liquor.

Adl ot the Tollowing drinks cont
A 12 ounce glass of 59
A 5 ounce glass of 129
A 1 1/2 ounce shot of

How alcohol \ka . Alcohol goes directly from the stomach inio ihe
5 i : o

blood stream. A drinker can ¢ 0”:? Giine amount of aleohol which he
or she takes in, by having fewer drinks or none. However, the drinker

cannot conirol how fast the bcoy gel's rid of alcohol. If you have
drinks faster than the bodv can get rid of them, you will have more

~ Tha

alcohol in your body and your driving will be more affected. The
amount of alcohol in your body is commonly measured by the Bload
A [ H

t { ¢ Concentration. BAC s deier-
mined by the amount of alcohol you drink {more alcohol means
higher BAC), how fast you drink (faster drinking means higher BAC),
and your weight (a small person doesn't have to drink as much io
reach the same BAC).

K. And of course
N¥. AN course,

necessary for safe

| e i 1 ~ iy ¢ S ~
As blood alcohol concentration continues to build up. muscle control,
ooramation are atiected more and more. Fventualiv. 3

vamrnmn6ﬁneg

Not signaling, faifure to use sg
Running stop si igns and red light
Improper passing.

S
Quick, jerky siarts.
N
D

These effects mean increased chances o sh and chancaes of
osing your driver s license. Accident staiistics show that the chance
of a crash is much greater for drivers who n drinking than for
drivers who were not
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